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About OHPI 

The Online Hate Prevention Institute (OHPI) is a charitable institution based in Australia.1 OHPI seeks to be a 
world leader in combating online hate and a critical partner who works with key stakeholders to improve the 
prevention, mitigation and responses to online hate. Ultimately, OHPI seeks to facilitate a change in online 
ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǘŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƛǘǎ ŦƻǊƳǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŀǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǳƴŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ άǊŜŀƭ ƭƛŦŜέΦ 

 

Supporting OHPI in the Fight Against Online Hate 

OHPIΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ is made possible through public donations. Donation allow us to keep operating so we can do 
further research, educational campaigns, and monitoring of online hate. You can also help us non-financially 
by liking our Facebook page and letting others know about OHPI and our work.  

Donations are currently not tax deductable in Australia, although an application for admission as a Harm 
Prevention Charity to enable tax deductible donations is the future is currently under review. We are also 
examining avenues to allow tax effective donations in the United States. In the mean time any donations to 
ensure this important work can continue and grow to meet the urgent challenge of growing online hate are 
greatly appreciated.  

Donations from within Australia, and internationally, can be made via PayPal through the OHPI website 
(www.ohpi.org.au). Within Australia donations can also be made by direct deposit to: Online Hate Prevention 
Institute; BSB: 633-000; Account: 146003587. Cheques can be sent to our Melbourne Office: OHPI, 306 
Hawthorn Road, Caulfield South, Vic 3126, Australia.  
 

Limited License to Reproduce this Report 

If you find the report useful, and wish to share it with other, please do so in line with the license arrangements 
described below. Please also consider supporting OHPI as described above.  

This report has been released under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 3.0 Unported 

License. This means you are welcome to upload copies of this report to other sites, or to make hard copies of 
the report, provided the report is reproduced in full and your use is not for a commercial purpose.  

If you would like to reproduce part of the report in isolation, for example in briefing papers or study material 
freely provided to students, please contact OHPI or Dr Andre Oboler and provide details of which sections you 
would like and for what purpose. 

If you would like to reproduce some or all of this report commercially, for example as part of a set of material 
that will be sold, please contact OHPI or Dr Andre Oboler.  
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Executive Summary  

Between June and August 2012 a number of racist images targeting Indigenous Australians began circulating 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŀŎƛǎǘ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ΨƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ƳŜƳŜǎΩΣ Ƴǳƭǘƛ-media messages consisting of an 
image that contains both a picture and a text based message. The majority of these images were created using 
the Meme Generator website.  The images were spread through Facebook pages, created for the purpose of 
bringing together users interested in sharing racist content, where fans were also encouraged to create and 
share additional images of a similar nature. This report details and discusses the spread of Aboriginal Memes 
and the response by governments, NGOs and the public. Examples of other forms of hate, particular 
antisemitism and hate directed against those combating Aboriginal Memes (including the author) are also 
documented. The report also makes recommendations to key stakeholders to help reduce online hate as one 
significant step in the mitigation and prevention of the emotional harm such hate can cause and the physical 
harm to which such hate can ultimately lead. 

 

This report highlights the following issues: 

¶ There is a need for a better response from all stake holders to more effectively address online hate. 

¶ Social media plays a particularly powerful role as a magnifier and distribution mechanism for hate. 

¶ While free speech is important, it is never unlimited and reasonable limits, at different levels, need to 
apply through online culture, general societal norms, terms of service and ultimately through the law. 

¶ There is currently only a limited legal framework to address online hate, this needs to be reviewed and 
strengthened. 

¶ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ƘŀǘŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƳŀǘŎh the expectations of society and there 
appears to be an unwillingness to act until nations intervene. This needs to change. 

¶ The use of Facebook to spread hate generates revenue for Facebook. Facebook is taking a benefit but 
largely avoiding responsibility for addressing the problem. The effect is to take the benefit of user 
generated content, while largely transferring the cost associated with hateful content, and potentially 
unlawful content, to the public purse. 

¶ There are limited channels to enforce human rights legislation in relation to Facebook as the ultimate 
response from Facebook appears to be blocking the hateful content on a country by country basis. 

¶ This report shows the propagation of hate being coordinated by small groups, dedicated to 
denigrating one group or another. Action could be taken to remove such groups from the system and 
reduce the overall level of hate. 

¶ When challenged, hate groups can be aggressive, and retaliate by targeting individuals, groups, and 
cultures who confront them. 

¶ There is an inability to effectively respond to hate speech disguised as "controversial topics", "Free 
speech", or in other ways. The same groups are consistent with their motivation to propagate hate, 
and then constantly re-frame their actions to find ways to make it social acceptable and chip away at 
the development of human rights norms.  

¶ This report outlines the hate supply chain, and focuses particularly on Facebook which is serving as the 
means of distribution. The whole supply chain needs to be questioned for its role in the production 
and dissemination of hate, starting with the bigots themselves, the tools they use, and the channel 
they use to propagate it. This report will hopefully facilitate further discussion of both the problem 
and potential solutions. 

¶ The report highlights the danger to the reputation and branding of corporations and the civil service 
when staff associated with them engaging in, or simply express approval of, online hate speech. The 
report also highlights the excellent mitigation approach used in Victoria which may serve as an 
example for other governments and corporations. 

 

The report includes recommendations for key stakeholders. A dialogue is need at both the international level 
and at the national level between social media companies, governments and civil society. OHPI hopes this 
report helps to facilitate that discussion. 
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Public responses to this report  

 

Jeremy Jones AM, winner of the 2007 Australian Human Rights Medal: άThis is a timely and significant 

contribution to an important debate - how we can maximise free speech and communication while protecting 

victims of abuses of speech. Facebook has provided wonderful opportunities for people to connect, engage 

and collaborate - it would be tragic if, due to failures to redress problems of hate speech, users feel it has 

become the platform for bullying, harassment and the promulgation of malevolent stereotyping".  

Sol Bellear, Chairperson, Aboriginal Medical Service Cooperative Limited: ά5Ǌ !ƴŘǊŜ hōƻƭŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀ 

definitive response to the alarming proliferation of racist content on Facebook and other social media 

platforms such as Meme Generator. This is a thoroughly researched and academically robust document that 

should be read with urgency by elected parliamentary representatives, those charged with the carriage of 

public policy and all responsible public commentators.  Racism has led to genocide and transgenerational 

grief.  Social media platforms must not serve as vehicles that either endorse or connive at the worst crimes in 

human history. Dr Oboler argues for stringent regulatory action on the part of governments to address the 

failure of social media platforms to regulate themselves in relation to racism. His recommendation should be 

translated into action now.έ 

Ronald Eissens, General Director Magenta Foundation - Dutch Complaints Bureau for Cyber Hate & co-

founder International Network Against Cyber Hate: "OHPI's report on Aboriginal Memes & Online Hate is a 

landmark for those of us who engage cyber hate. For the first time, the growing problem of racist memes is 

addressed and analyzed, urging those who facilitate the memes to take action." 

Peter Wertheim, Executive Director, Executive Council of Australian Jewry: ά¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŀŎƛǎƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

public domain undermines, and can ultimately destroy, the sense of safety and security of targeted people or 

groups and also adversely affect social harmony.  This report highlights the fact that social media platform 

providers lack the knowledge and insight into racism to enable them to make an informed decision about 

whether a particular publication has crossed the line into racist hate speech.  In social media platforms, the 

more viewers and discussion, the more advertising revenue is created for the platform provider. This report 

has rendered an important public service by demonstrating conclusively that platform providers, like 

businesses which polluted the physical environment in an earlier era, have a clear commercial interest against 

any form of regulation, and in being as permissive as possible, with minimal regard for the social 

consequences.  The final decision about whether or not to allow an allegedly racist publication to remain on 

the ƴŜǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦέ 

Jessie Daniels, author of Cyber Racism (2009) & Professor, Public Health and Sociology, City University of 

New York (CUNY): "This report is an important document in the effort to stem the tide of 'Hate 2.0,' and 

specifically, hate speech targeting Aboriginal Australians. Through this meticulously researched report, Dr. 

Andre Oboler offers a detailed account of the way that technological affordances, such as 'Meme Generators' 

effectively reproduce racism. Perhaps most importantly, this report takes on the social media juggernaut that 

is Facebook and seeks to hold it to account for its role building racism into their user interface.  This is a timely, 

pointed and much-needed critique of the way the culture of Internet humor acts as cover for the continuation 

of racism."  

David Matas, author of Bloody Words: Hate and Free Speech (2000) & Co-chair Online Antisemitism Working 

Group of the Global Forum to Combat Antisemitism & Senior Honorary Counsel to B'nai Brith Canada: "This 

report is a useful, instructive guide to combating hate on the internet, not just attacks against aborigines 

found on Facebook but against any targeted group found on any social media."  
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Priscilla Brice-Weller, Managing Director, All Together Now: "Memes based on racial stereotypes undermine 

the hard work OHPI, All Together Now and others are doing to promote the prevention of racism in Australia. 

This report provides evidence-based and achievable recommendations for all sectors to respond to these 

hateful memes." 

Dr Andrew Jakubowicz, Professor of Sociology, University of Technology Sydney & Lead Chief Investigator, 

CRaCR ARC Linkage Project: ά/ȅōŜǊ ǊŀŎƛǎƳ Ƙŀǎ ǊŀǇƛŘƭȅ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ǿƛŘŜǎǇǊŜŀŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ 

and concern. As this report demonstrates, Governments has yet to show it has the capacity to understand let 

alone respond to the issues raised by the phenomenon. The Cyber-Racism and Community Resilience Project 

draws together Australia's leading researchers and major organisations such as the Australian Human Rights 

Commission, to develop partnerships with groups like OHPI. Together we intend to create strategies for 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǊŀŎƛǎƳΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƪŜȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ōƭƻŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦέ  

Zalman Kastel, National Director, Together for Humanity Foundation: The issue addressed in this report must 

not be underestimated. The perception of social acceptability of hate has a real impact on attitudes and 

behaviours, and in the past has been found to result in increased violence and fear on the part of those being 

vilified. The material in this report is confronting, demeaning, and of real concern. The compelling material, 

combined with meticulous research makes an important contribution to the cause of combating racism. 
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Int roduction  

Between June and August 2012 a number of racist images targeting Indigenous Australians began circulating 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŀŎƛǎǘ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ΨƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ƳŜƳŜǎΩΣ Ƴǳƭǘƛ-media messages consisting of an 
image that contains both a picture with a text based message. The majority of these images were created 
using the Meme Generator website.2 The images were spread through Facebook pages, created for the 
purpose of bringing together users interested in sharing racist content,3 where fans were also encouraged to 
create and share additional images of a similar nature.  

In August online petitions, Facebook pages and groups dedicated to shutting down the offensive material 
were created.4 The hate memes were at this point beginning to experience viral growth. Within hours of the 
petition being released the Online Hate Prevention Institute was monitoring the situation; the Australian 
IǳƳŀƴ wƛƎƘǘǎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ wŀŎŜ 5ƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ƻŦ 
Aboriginal Memes; and journalists were reporting on it. The public condemnation was exceedingly strong and 
the petitions themselves went viral as people shared them with their contacts, one reaching over 17,000 
signatures within 48 hours.5 

CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴ ǎǘŀƎes. Initially the pages were removed, but it later transpired this was only for 
review. The removal of the pages for review led to the creation of additional replacement pages. Facebook 
met with the Race Discrimination Commissioner and exchanged letters with the Online Hate Prevention 
LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΦ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ōǊŜŀŎƘ ƛǘǎ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ 
in the terms of service on Hate Speech. The pages were restored on condition their creator rename them so 
the titƭŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ά/ƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŀƭέ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘΦ  

The second stage of the response came as a result of personal attacks made against anti-racism activists. The 
creator of one of the anti-hate groups received abuse via private messages on Facebook. Furthermore, pages 
ŀƴŘ ŦŀƪŜ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘŀǊƎŜǘƛƴƎ hItLΩǎ /9hΤ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇǊƻƳǇǘƭȅ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘΦ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ŜǎŎŀƭŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘŜǊŜōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŦŀƪŜ 
profiles run by the same person were traced and terminated. The user was left with one account. In the case 
of the abusive messages, law enforcement opened an investigation regarding possible breaches of the Crimes 
Act 1958 (Vic) for provisions related to cyber-stalking. 

TƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ōƭƻŎƪ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘ ŀƳƛŘ 
concerns about the page being raised with the Commission and public statements by the Race Discrimination 
Commissioner and the Australian Communications and Media Authority. The contents had also been referred 
to the Classification Board, and an adverse rating from them would empower the Australian Communications 
and Media Authority to order it to be taken down. 

The pages continue to be available from outside Australia and the racist content contained on those pages 

continues to be spread through new Facebook pages. 24 hours bans issued to some Facebook users have had 

little if any deterrent effect. However, the pages and groups initially created on Facebook to counter the 

ά!ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ aŜƳŜǎέ ǇŀƎŜǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǘƻ ŀƭǎƻ ǘŀŎƪƭƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ 

racism and discrimination on Facebook. They remain a target for racists. 

                                                           
2 http://memegenerator.net  
3 http://www.facebook.com/pages/Controversial-Humor-Aboriginal-memes/228939573876474 [Deleted];  
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Aboriginal-memes/159797174156990 [available outside Australia as at 
20/9/2012]; http://www.facebook.com/pages/Aboriginal-memes/Abo-memes/460998877251042 [available 
outside Australia as at 20/9/2012]; http://www.facebook.com/Aboriginal-memes3dTheImaxExperience/ 
[gone]; http://www.facebook.com/aboriginalmemes14/ [available outside Australia as at 20/9/2012] etc. 
4 http://www.change.org/petitions/facebook-immediately-remove-the-racist-page-called-aboriginal-memes; 
http://www.communityrun.org/petitions/take-down-racist-facebook-page-controversial-humor-aboriginal-
memes; http://www.facebook.com/groups/333438993413349/; 
http://www.facebook.com/shutdownaboriginalmemes 
5 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-19191595  

http://memegenerator.net/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Controversial-Humor-Aboriginal-memes/228939573876474
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Aboriginal-memes/159797174156990
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Aboriginal-memes/Abo-memes/460998877251042
http://www.facebook.com/Aboriginal-memes3dTheImaxExperience/
http://www.facebook.com/aboriginalmemes14/
http://www.change.org/petitions/facebook-immediately-remove-the-racist-page-called-aboriginal-memes
http://www.communityrun.org/petitions/take-down-racist-facebook-page-controversial-humor-aboriginal-memes
http://www.communityrun.org/petitions/take-down-racist-facebook-page-controversial-humor-aboriginal-memes
http://www.facebook.com/groups/333438993413349/
http://www.facebook.com/shutdownaboriginalmemes
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-19191595
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bŜǿ ǇŀƎŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀ άWŜǿƛǎƘ aŜƳŜǎέ ǇŀƎŜΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŀ ǎƛmilar response trajectory, with Facebook ultimately 

blocking Australian access to the content. The block in this case followed a complaint made to the Australian 

Human Rights Commission by the Executive Council of Australian Jewry (ECAJ) and later announced in a press 

release.6 The Australian Human Rights CommissionΩǎ ǎtrict non-disclosure provisions mean they cannot 

confirm the existence of complaints. Information provided to OHPI by numerous complainants, and in some 

cases posted publically to Facebook, suggests a strong link between complaints being lodged with the 

Australian Human Rights Commission and pages having their access to Australia blocked. The content, 

however, remains online, as does similar content that appears not to have been through a government based 

complaints system. Other research by OHPI shows specific examples of clearly racist memes from various 

pages that have been reviewed by Facebook staff who have then rejected the complaints with the content 

remaining active and visible from Australia.7 

Facebook continues to confuse protected speech in the US, that is speech which the US government is 

constitutionally prohibited from restricting, with the concept of hate speech. It is possible for something to be 

both protected speech (meaning protected from US Government prohibition) and hate speech. Facebook is 

under no obligation to provide a platform for all speech that is not unlawful in the United States and Facebook 

Ŏŀƴ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘ ƘŀǘŜ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳΦ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΩǎ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ that they have prohibited hate 

speech. Outside of the US, and the peculiarities that have resulted from the first amendment to the US 

Constitution, hate speech is usually prohibited by law. 

¢ƘŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƴƎ άƘŀǘŜ ǎǇŜŜŎƘέ ƛǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŀ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘ ŦǊƻƳ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΩǎ ƻƭŘ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŦŀǊ ǿƛŘŜǊ 

ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ άƘŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘέΣ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜƴǘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƛƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 

policy, if applied, would allow Facebook to ensure it complies with local law in most countries without the 

need for many country specific prohibitions. This would be more cost effective than developing specific 

approaches for each jurisdiction. It also reduces the need for governments to engage in law reform that may 

lead to greater sanctions against Facebook and certainly to higher compliance costs. 

The Online Hate Prevention Institute notes that the Aboriginal Memes incident coincides with what appears to 

be the adoption of a much more permissive approach to moderation right across the Facebook platform. The 

incident suggests self-regulation has failed and Australian governments need to investigate the possibility of 

stronger regulatory regimes, at least for major social media platforms. Such platforms sell significant 

advertising into the Australian market and should be held accountable under Australian law or be held subject 

to trade sanctions for failing to voluntarily comply with a reasonable human rights regime based on 

international treaties of which Australia is a signatory.  

 Andre Oboler 
Melbourne  
16 September 2012 

  

                                                           
6 ECAJ, CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŦƛǊŜ ŦƻǊ ΨƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǊŀŎƛǎƳΩ, Press release, September 25th 2012 
http://www.ecaj.org.au/news_files/120925_facebook.pdf 
7 http://ohpi.org.au/?p=286 

http://www.ecaj.org.au/news_files/120925_facebook.pdf
http://ohpi.org.au/?p=286
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Memes and Internet Memes  

A meme is a term coined by Richard Dawkins in his 1976 ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ά¢ƘŜ {ŜƭŦƛǎƘ DŜƴŜέΦ It is a cultural idea that 
can move through a society, morphing and changing along the way.  

Dawkins explained, ά[w]e need a name for the new replicator, a noun that conveys the idea of a unit of 
cultural transmission, or a unit of imitation. ̀ Mimeme' comes from a suitable Greek root... I abbreviate 
mimeme to memeΦέ He gives as examples: άtunes, ideas, catch-phrases, clothes fashions, ways of making pots 
or of building archesέ. Dawkins explains that, άmemes propagate themselves in the meme pool by leaping 
from brain to brain via a process which, in the broad ǎŜƴǎŜΣ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƛƳƛǘŀǘƛƻƴέΦ8 

Antisemitism has been described as a meme.9 This can be seen through the propagation of the classic 
ŀƴǘƛǎŜƳƛǘƛŎ ǘŜȄǘ άǘƘŜ PǊƻǘƻŎƻƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƭŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ½ƛƻƴέΦ 9ŀŎƘ ƴŜǿ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀƴ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ǇǊŜŦŀŎŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ 
how recent events in the world can be explained by a supposed Jewish plot that the book purportedly 
documents. The book which is said to document a meeting of a secret Jewish cabal, but was in reality proven 
to be forgery made by Tsarist Secret Police in Russia around 1897. Still the meme continues to spread, cross 
mediums and alter over time. Other forms of persistent hate speech can similarly be regarded as memes, as 
these are ideas that exist in a culture and which spread and mutate.   

Most online memes are not racist and 
some engage in significant political 
speech, for example thŜ άCasually Pepper 
Spray Everything Copέ ƳŜƳŜΣ10 which 
highlighted an excessive response by 
campus police to a student protest. The 
image of the spraying officer has been 
edited into various settings including 
spraying over the US Constitution.  

While memes can appear on the internet in 
Ƴŀƴȅ ŦƻǊƳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ άLƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ aŜƳŜέ 
comes in two forms. The first form is that 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άCasually Pepper Spray Everything 
Copέ, which requires significant photo-
editing to create. A recent example of this 
ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άackayla is not impressedέ ƳŜƳŜ. 
The look of 16 year old Olympian McKayla 
Maroney ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ άƻƴƭȅέ ŀ silver 
medal saw her edited into various key moments in history, with nothing at all impressing her.11  

The second form of classic Internet Meme involves an almost square image with a picture of a person or 
animal in the middle and text above and below that picture. The process can be automated with various 
online tools such as the Meme generator,12 Meme Maker,13 and Quick Meme.14 The sample background image 
is re-applied with differing text-based messages and some platforms allow voting for the best resulting meme.  

Some examples: 

                                                           
8 Richard Dawkins (2006), The Selfish Gene, Oxford University Press, 192. 

9 James GleickΣ ΨWhat Defines a Meme?ΩΣ {ƳƛǘƘǎƻƴƛŀƴ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΣ aŀȅ нлммΦ hƴƭƛƴŜ ŀǘ 
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/What-Defines-a-Meme.html?c=y&page=4 

10 http://knowyourmeme.com/memes/casually-pepper-spray-everything-cop 
11 http://whatstrending.com/2012/08/disappointed-mckayla-maroney-meme/; 
http://memegenerator.net/Unimpressed-Mckayla-Maroney-2; http://mckaylaisnotimpressed.tumblr.com/ 
12 http://memegenerator.net 
13 http://www.mememaker.net  
14 http://www.quickmeme.com  

http://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/What-Defines-a-Meme.html?c=y&page=4
http://knowyourmeme.com/memes/casually-pepper-spray-everything-cop
http://whatstrending.com/2012/08/disappointed-mckayla-maroney-meme/
http://memegenerator.net/Unimpressed-Mckayla-Maroney-2
http://mckaylaisnotimpressed.tumblr.com/
http://memegenerator.net/
http://www.mememaker.net/
http://www.quickmeme.com/
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The Aboriginal Memes  

The Aboriginal Memes considered in this report are Internet Memes based on negative stereo-types of 
Indigenous Australians. Some of the memes require an understanding of local context to be fully appreciated, 
for example those conveying negative stereotypes surrounding substance abuse, particularly of petrol. The 
serious health consequences (including brain damage, disability and death) that can result from substance 
abuse, such as petrol sniffing, are a significant public health issue in Australia.15 Others memes make use of 
classic racism, άthe doctrine that one group of men is morally or mentally superior to another and that this 
ǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ŀǊƛǎŜǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŜŘ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎέΣ16 for example by suggesting that indigenous 
Australians have lower intelligence. An example of each form of racism is presented in Figure 1. There were 
also examples of dehumanisation, as shown in Figure 4. 

The majority of Aboriginal Memes are based on the photograph on the right of Figure 1. This is an edited 
version of a Photograph, shown in Figure 2, which was taken by Mr Peter Puddiphatt and which is available for 
purchase online.17 Mr Puddiphatt ƛǎ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǇȅǊƛƎƘǘ ǾƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ hItLΥ άI am very sad and 

                                                           
15 SCRGSP (Steering Committee for the Review of Government Services Provision) 2007a. Overcoming 
Indigenous Disadvantage: Key Indicators 2007. Canberra: Productivity Commission; Australian Institute of 
Health and Welfare 2011. Substance use among Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. Cat. no. IHW 
40.Canberra: AIHW. 
16 Philip W. CummingsΣ ΨwŀŎƛǎƳΩ ƛƴ Donald M. Borchert (ed), Encyclopedia of Philosophy (Macmillan Reference 
USA , 2nd ed, 2006) vol 8, p223-227. 
17 http://www.peterpuddiphattphotography.co.uk/_photo_31992.html 

http://www.peterpuddiphattphotography.co.uk/_photo_31992.html
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incensed that one of my copyrighted photographs had been used, without my permission, in such a racially 
ŀōǳǎƛǾŜ ƳŀƴƴŜǊΦέ18 

  

Substance Abuse (Australian specific stereotype) Lower intelligence (Classic & universal racism) 

Figure 1 Local and Universal Racism 

 

Figure 2 The Original Image, copyright by Mr Peter Puddiphatt, which was used in most Aboriginal Memes 

Appendix B of this report includes a collection of the memes that were available on the specific Aboriginal 
Memes page (ID# 228939573876474) that was the subject of the initial petitions and the reaction from 
Australian governments, the media and the Australian Community. This was not the first page to be created 
on the topic, but it was one of the largest.  

One of the images used for the memes (see Figure 3) is a promotional image for the 1984 film άWhere the 
Green Ants Dreamέ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ²ŜǊƴŜǊ IŜǊȊƻƎΦ19 The original promotional image, prior to the text being 
added, is available on various film sites.20  

                                                           
18 Statement from Peter Puddiphatt to OHPI via e-mail, 8 October 2012.  
19 http://www.crikey.com.au/2012/08/08/facebook-page-vilifying-aborigines-breaks-australian-law/  

http://www.crikey.com.au/2012/08/08/facebook-page-vilifying-aborigines-breaks-australian-law/
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Figure 3 Meme created from 'Where the Green Ants Dream' 

 

Figure 4 Meme dehumanising Indigenous people 

Meme Generators and Aboriginal Memes  

The websites that are generally used to generate internet means have a number of templates depicting 
Indigenous Australians. Most of the memes generated with these templates promote a racist stereotype of 
Australian Aboriginal people. Two of the most popular meme creation sites are Meme Generator and 
QuickMeme.21 Their popularity, in terms of the percentage of internet users that visit these sites in a given 
day, can be seen at Alexa.com. Meme Generator, the older of the two sites, is seen by about 0.04% of internet 
users. QuickMeme is seen by 0.13% of internet users.  

The Meme Generator templates for ά!ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭέ is shown in Figure 5 ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ά!ōƻέ ƛǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ Figure 
6.22 QuickMeme separates the template from the generated memes. Figure 7 shows the Ψ!ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ aŜƳŜΩ 
template at QuickMeme,23 and Figure 8 shows how the template is used to generate multiple different 
Internet Memes by varying the text that appears on the template.24 Figure 9 shows how the Aboriginal meme 
also migrated to DIYLOL.25  

On QuickMeme only 25 memes were created ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǘŜƳǇƭŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ Ǿƛŀ 
social media. On Meme Generator there appears to be greater success in spreading the racist memes, but 
ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻƻ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άŦŀƛƭǳǊŜέΦ ¢ƻ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ, a little more analysis of Meme Generator 
is presented. 

Meme Generator has an eight point scale to class the quality of memes, the ratings from highest to lowest are: 
God tier (2000+), Demigod tier (1500+), Legendary tier (800+), Top tier (400+),  Fascinating tier (200+), Meh 
tier (50+), Lame tier (around zero), Fail tier (less than zero). The tier a meme is rated depends on the 
community, ratings are adjusted by users voting up or down the memes and specific instances of each meme. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                      
20 http://getfilm.co.uk/film.php?id=27221; 
http://www.moviecus.com/movie/where_the_green_ants_dream_1984; 
http://mastersofmedia.hum.uva.nl/2009/09/14/the-multilingual-internet-or-where-the-green-ants-dream/; 
http://www.newvideo.com/new-video-digital/where-the-green-ants-dream/  
21 http://memegenerator.net; http://www.quickmeme.com  
22 http://memegenerator.net/Aboriginal; http://memegenerator.net/Abo  
23 http://www.quickmeme.com/search/?q=aboriginal  
24 http://www.quickmeme.com/Aboriginal/?upcoming  
25 http://diylol.com/meme-generator/aboriginal/memes  

http://getfilm.co.uk/film.php?id=27221
http://www.moviecus.com/movie/where_the_green_ants_dream_1984
http://mastersofmedia.hum.uva.nl/2009/09/14/the-multilingual-internet-or-where-the-green-ants-dream/
http://www.newvideo.com/new-video-digital/where-the-green-ants-dream/
http://memegenerator.net/
http://www.quickmeme.com/
http://memegenerator.net/Aboriginal
http://memegenerator.net/Abo
http://www.quickmeme.com/search/?q=aboriginal
http://www.quickmeme.com/Aboriginal/?upcoming
http://diylol.com/meme-generator/aboriginal/memes
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On August 29th ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ плп ƳŜƳŜǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά!ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ aŜƳŜέ ǘŜƳǇƭŀǘŜ ŀǘ aŜƳŜ Generator (see 
Figure 84). The collection had an overall rating of -17 (meaning 17 more people clicked the down arrow to 
ΨŘƛǎŀǇǇǊƻǾŜΩ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŀƴ ŎƭƛŎƪed the up arrow to approve it). The collection had been liked on Facebook just 373 
ǘƛƳŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ aŜƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ άBeen here 40 thousand years invented a stick ς 
Aboriginalέ ІупфΣ ƻƴƭȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ плΣ ǇƭŀŎing it in the lame tier with the collection itself 
ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ άŦŀƛƭέΦ ¢ƘŜ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ aŜƳŜ ǘŜƳǇƭŀǘŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ƴƻǘ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ aŜƳŜ 
Generator. 

When reviewed on September 22nd, the total number of memes using the Aboriginal Meme template had 
dropped to 368 (see Figure 85).26 As users cannot delete content from Meme Generator, this must be the 
result of intervention by the company. The intervention likely relates to the removal of duplicates rather than 
to objectionable content. The removal process may be part of a fully automated process run on a regular 
schedule. The data shows that the popularity of this template rapidly dropped once the issue was out of the 
news cycle. Only 10 memes using this template were created or interacted with over the period of August 25th 
to September 22nd. A comparison of Figure 84 and Figure 85 shows that only 12 additional people clicked the 
button to share the Aboriginal meme template via Facebook in the period August 29th to September 22nd. 

This analysis suggests that on Meme Generator the Aboriginal Meme was never very popular, was not thought 
to be insightful or funny, and was not about to go viral. A petition for removal of the template from Meme 
Generator has 462 signatures, but it too has slowed down with only 10 new signatures in the last 27 days.27  

Peter Puddiphatt, the photographer who owns the copyright in the picture used in the Aboriginal Meme 
ǘŜƳǇƭŀǘŜΣ ǘƻƭŘ hItL ƘŜ ƘŀŘ άwritten to the webmaster at memegenerator.net to remove it immediately to no 
ŜŦŦŜŎǘΦέ 28 

 

Figure 5 Meme Generator's Aboriginal Template 

                                                           
26 http://memegenerator.net/Aboriginal 
27 http://www.change.org/petitions/memegenerator-net-take-down-the-aboriginal-meme-generator as seen 
22 September 2012 
28 Statement from Peter Puddiphatt to OHPI via e-mail, 8 October 2012.  

http://memegenerator.net/Aboriginal
http://www.change.org/petitions/memegenerator-net-take-down-the-aboriginal-meme-generator
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Figure 6 Meme Generator's Abo Template 

 

Figure 7 Aboriginal Meme templates at QuickMeme 
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Figure 8 Memes using one of the templates at QuickMeme 

 

 

Figure 9 DIYLOL Aboriginal Template 
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The Facebook Pages 

4ÈÅ ȬÉÎÉÔÉÁÌȭ ÐÁÇÅ 

The initial public outcry over Aboriginal Memes related to the Facebook page with ID# 228939573876474, 
created on June 4th 2012 by a 16 year old boy from Western Australia.29 OǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά!ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ aŜƳŜǎέ, 
the page was suspended for a period on August 8th while Facebook reviewed it. The result of the review by 
CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŜƴŀƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ǘƻ Ψώ/ƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŀƭ IǳƳƻǊϐ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ aŜƳŜǎΩΦ CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ 
page was unsuspended and again became publically available.  

The petition at Change.org provides the link to this page and the petition at CommunityRun includes an image 
of this page.30 It was the Facebook page, rather than the existence of the Meme itself, that sparked the public 
outcry. While people said they had seen the individual images before, it was the gathering together of these 
racist mŜƳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǘǊƛƎƎŜǊΦ LƴŘŜŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ άǎŜƴŘ ǳǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜƳŜǎ 
ŎǳȊȊƛƴǎέ όǎŜŜ Figure 10 ). OHPI believes the Memes constitute racial hatred, and as such, their promotion and 
the solicitation of additional Aboriginal Memes would we believe be an incitement to racial hatred and as such 
may breach the Racial Discrimination Act 1975 (Cth). This encouragement for others to produce further hate 
speech is what takes this incident to a new level. ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άIŀǘŜ нΦлέ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ 
technology as an enabler to the spread of hate. This aspect of the incident will be further discussed below. 

 

Figure 10 The Aboriginal Memes page 

The content of the Ψƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ pageΩ (ID# 228939573876474) was removed at about 5pm on August 8th 2012 as the 
page was about to reach 4700 fans (see Figure 11). In the final hour and a half before the content was taken 
down the page had been growing its fan base by about 3.4% an hour. A few hours later, by 7pm on August 9th, 
the page itself had been deleted by its creator.31  

                                                           
29 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-19191595  

30http://www.change.org/petitions/facebook-immediately-remove-the-racist-page-called-aboriginal-memes;  
http://www.communityrun.org/petitions/take-down-racist-facebook-page-controversial-humor-aboriginal-
memes 

31 http://ohpi.org.au/?p=174 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-19191595
http://www.change.org/petitions/facebook-immediately-remove-the-racist-page-called-aboriginal-memes
http://www.communityrun.org/petitions/take-down-racist-facebook-page-controversial-humor-aboriginal-memes
http://www.communityrun.org/petitions/take-down-racist-facebook-page-controversial-humor-aboriginal-memes
http://ohpi.org.au/?p=174
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Figure 11: Second Aboriginal Meme page with content removed 

The Original Page 

The second page to receive a high level of attention was ǘƘŜ ά!ōƻ aŜƳŜǎέ page (ID# 460998877251042).32 
This page was created on the 21st of May 2012, two weeks prior to the creation of the Ψƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǇŀƎŜΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
sparked such a strong response from the Australian public. As with the first page, the administrator here was 
soliciting hate speech, they went further providing instructions so that content could be submitted and then 
posted anonymously (Figure 13). 

 

Figure 12 The original page (ID# 460998877251042) 

 

Figure 13 Offer to post anonymously for others 

                                                           

32 www.facebook.com/pages/Controverial-Humour-Abo-Memes/460998877251042 (no longer active) 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Controverial-Humour-Abo-Memes/460998877251042
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At around 7pm on August 9th this page went 
offline. This was not a permanent deletion but 
rather a suspension while Facebook reviewed 
complaints against the page. By August 12th the 
page was again online (but may have been blocked 
in Australia). The administrator had been told by 
CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΩǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ 
page provided it was renamed to include the prefix 
ά/ƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŀƭ IǳƳƻǳǊέ όǎŜŜ Figure 14; see Figure 
12 post renaming compared to Figure 86 prior to 
the renaming). This did nothing to discourage the 
spread of hate speech; the hate speech was 
instead given official sanction.  

 

Figure 14 Admin reporting Facebook's decision 

On August 9th at 2pm this page had 2,539 fans making it the largest Aboriginal Memes page available on 
CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ Ψƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǇŀƎŜΩ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘΦ OHPI can confirm that from August 18th the page was blocked 
so Australian users could no longer access it, this may however have occurred as early as August 12th. The 
page remains accessible to people in other countries and to Australian users who access Facebook via an 
overseas proxy. The page had 2,952 fans on August 21st and a month later on September 20th it had only 
gained 18 new fans. The Australian block, while not totally effective, clearly does have a significant impact in 
containing the hate expressed against Indigenous Australians. 

The Precursor  

.ŜŦƻǊŜ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǇŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǇŀƎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ άtŜǘǊƻƭ {ƴƛŦŦŜǊǎ !ǊŜ ¦ǎέ ǇŀƎŜ όL5І 
174504889316623) created back in January 14th 2012 (Figure 15).33 As recent as June content on this page had 
been removed by Facebook and the Administrator posted the message gives us a rare view of the receiving 
end of a complaint about an image (Figure 16). Facebook managed to review the image of petrol sniffing and 
determine it breached the terms of service without taking action against the page hosting it - itself dedicated 
to the same topic. Successful complaints regarding page content need to trigger at least a cursory inspection 
of the nature of the page that hosted them. 

 

Figure 15 Back in January ǘƘŜ άtŜǘǊƻƭ {ƴƛŦŦŜǊǎ !ǊŜ ¦ǎέ ǇŀƎŜ όL5І мтпрлпууфомссноύ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ 

                                                           
33 https://www.facebook.com/pages/Petrol-sniffers-are-us/174504889316623 (still available in Australia) 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Petrol-sniffers-are-us/174504889316623
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Figure 16 Facebook notification of image removal 

¢ƘŜ άtŜǘǊƻƭ {ƴƛŦŦŜǊǎ !ǊŜ ¦ǎέ ǇŀƎŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŀvailable in Australia, however, it has not seen a major 
increase in traffic as a result of the Aboriginal Memes media coverage. It currently has less than 60 members.  

The Copycat pages 

The suspension and eventual blocking ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άInitial tŀƎŜέ, combined with the media attention given to the 
issue, led directly to the creation of a series of new pages.  

Imitation pages  

¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜΣ ά!ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ aŜƳŜǎέ όL5І 159797174156990) was created on the 11th of August, while the 
Initial Page was still suspended (see Figure 88).34 The re-use of the name previously used by the initial page 
(i.e. ID# 228939573876474) led to confusion and for a time it was thought the initial page had been restored. 

Similarly, on September 18th there appeared a recreation of the renamed version of the initial page (i.e. ID# 
228939573876474)Φ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ άώ/ƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŀƭ IǳƳƻǳǊϐ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ aŜƳŜǎέ ǇŀƎŜ Ƙŀǎ ІL5 155785404560999 
and access has been blocked from Australia.35  

It is unclear whether the re-appearance of similar content at the same address (i.e. with the same username) 
would put Facebook in violation of removal orders that may have been issued regarding the previous 
incarnation of a page. Removal orders could theoretically occur either as a result of court order, as occurred in 
Jones v Toben although this was directed against the publisher,36 or as a result of an ACMA take-down order.37 
While the ACMA website states take-down orders only apply to content hosted in Australia, provisions related 
to content classification have been used against overseas online retails and !ǇǇƭŜΩǎ iTunes Store is one 
example of this.38 The Classification Board, which ultimately makes the decision about the appropriateness of 
content, has a wide discretion. Racist content could fall wiǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ά!Řǳƭǘ ¢ƘŜƳŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘΣ 
at least in theory, result in a Refused Classification rating making it an offense to publish it. The liability of a 
company like Facebook needs to be considered both in light of the current law and in light of potential law 
reform. While they may not be the publisher, they may receive advertising revenue as a result of the contents 

                                                           

34 https://www.facebook.com/pages/Aboriginal-memes/159797174156990 (still active, but blocked in 
Australia) 

35 Originally http://www.facebook.com/pages/Controversial-Humour-Aboriginal-Memes/155785404560999, 
now at http://www.facebook.com/ControversialHumourAboriginalMemes (still active, but blocked in 
Australia) 
36 Jones v Toben [2002] FCA 1150. Online at 
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/cth/federal_ct/2002/1150.html 
37 http://www.acma.gov.au/WEB/STANDARD/pc=PC_90169 
38 http://www.theregister.co.uk/2009/09/15/ozzie_censorship_mess/ 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Aboriginal-memes/159797174156990
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Controversial-Humour-Aboriginal-Memes/155785404560999
http://www.facebook.com/ControversialHumourAboriginalMemes
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/cth/federal_ct/2002/1150.html
http://www.acma.gov.au/WEB/STANDARD/pc=PC_90169
http://www.theregister.co.uk/2009/09/15/ozzie_censorship_mess/
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continuing to be available, and once notified of the situation it should not be permitted to continue. Whether 
or not the re-appearance of similar content at the same address creates legal difficulties for Facebook, it 
clearly creates the impression that past action by Facebook and regulators has been either undone or never 
occurred.   

This problem could be avoided if pages that were renamed under direction from Facebook had their initial 
userƴŀƳŜ άǉǳŀǊŀƴǘƛƴŜŘέ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ о ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ The same should apply to pages that have been deleted.  

The original page (i.e. ID #460998877251042) has also been imitated. Its original name (prior to re-naming to 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŀƭ IǳƳƻǳǊέ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴύ ǿŀǎ ǊŜ-ǳǎŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ ά!ōƻ aŜƳŜǎέ ǇŀƎŜ όL5 І 
284547141646790) was created on September 26th (see Figure 92). In this case, the page has not yet 
attempted to claim the username, so while the name is the same the address is different. Similarly, the page 
ά!ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ aŜƳŜΩǎέ όtŀƎŜ L5І 180468708753932), created on August 25th  uses a misplaced apostrophe (see 
Figure 25) to avoid a name clash with other Aboriginal Memes pages.39  This page has claimed a username but 
ŀǇǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ мп ǘƻ άŀōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƳŜƳŜǎέ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛǉǳŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ŜȄŀŎǘ 
matches can be stopped, similar page names (the descriptive name) and page usernames (the address) can 
still cause confusion.  

Those monitoring online hate need to be vigilant in capturing the page IDs and not just the names or 
usernames of pages. 

Taking Aboriginal Memes International ÔÈÅÎ ÒÅÁÌÉÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÙȭÒÅ ÒÁÃÉÓÔ 

άAboriginal Memes 2: Electric Boogalooέ όL5 І 270526909724446) was created on August 8th or 9th by a 
Facebook user from the United States (Figure 17). ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άElectric Boogalooέ appended to a title is itself a 
meme that designates something a sequel; it is taken from the мфуп ŦƛƭƳ άBreakin' 2: Electric Boogalooέ.40 

The !ŘƳƛƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άAboriginal Memes 2: Electric Boogalooέ explain their motivation as a desire to be in the 
limelight after seeing media coverage about the Aboriginal Memes issue (Figure 18). This particular page 
Admin appears not to have realised the depth of offense that Aboriginal Memes were causing in Australia. An 
online conversation highlighting how funny it would be to satirise the September 11 terrorist attacks appears 
to have hit home (Figure 19). The page was shut down by its creator sometime between the 13th and the 19th 
of August. 

 

Figure 17 Admin of Page (ID # 270526909724446) is from the United States 

 

Figure 18 Admin states they jumped on the bandwagon in response to media coverage 

                                                           
39 http://www.facebook.com/aboriginalmemes14/ (still active, but blocked in Australia) 
40 http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=electric%20boogaloo (the Urban Dictionary is often 
unreliable, but in this case the definition has overwhelming support) 

http://www.facebook.com/aboriginalmemes14/
http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=electric%20boogaloo
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Figure 19 Conversation about 9/11 

Another Admin realising the racism of their actions  

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀƎŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά!ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ aŜƳŜǎέ όL5І unknown, username Aboriginal.Memes.1) was created on the 
23rd of August (see Figure 94).41 ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇŀƎŜ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ άhŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǇŀƎŜ ƻŦ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ aŜƳŜǎέΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
the memes themselves, this page included additional racist comments from the page Administrator (e.g. 
Figure 20). Within two days the Administrator issued an apology and said they would shut down the page 
(Figure 21). Later in the same thread, the Administrator express some regret over closing the page and seems 
pleased by the number of people that had liked it ς ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǎƘǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ 
fully understood why they were apologising or closing it (Figure 22). This indicates a need for greater 
education, it is not enough to get people to do the right thing ς they also need to understand why they are 
doing it. 

 

                                                           
41 http://www.facebook.com/Aboriginal.Memes.1 (shutdown by the page Admin) 

http://www.facebook.com/Aboriginal.Memes.1
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Figure 20 Racist comments from page Administrator 

 

Figure 21 Apology and notification page will be closed 

 

Figure 22 Regret over decision to close the page 

Widening the scope  

ά!ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ aŜƳŜǎέ όL5 І353892144688340) was created on August 12.42 The page includes 
general memes about Australia as well as reproducing the Aboriginal Memes (see Figure 23). Put side-by-side, 
the level of hate in Aboriginal Memes is clearly stronger than that in the other Australian Memes. As the 
memes have been added from the other Aboriginal Meme pages or directly from the Meme Generator the 
level of hate is likely not a result of the Administrator, but rather a result of what has become available.  

  

Figure 23 Aboriginal and Australian Memes (ID# 353892144688340) 

                                                           

42 www.facebook.com/AboriginalAndAustralianMemes (still active, but blocked in Australia) 

http://www.facebook.com/AboriginalAndAustralianMemes
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Trademark Infringing Page  

Ψ!ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ aŜƳŜǎ о5 ς ¢ƘŜ La!· 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΩ (ID # unrecorded) was created on August 15th (see Figure 89).43 
Following an e-mail to IMAX by an anti-racism activist, which IMAX responded to almost immediately, the 
page was swiftly and permanently deleted. ¢ƘŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ La!· ǇŀƎŜΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǇƛŎ 
ǎŀƎŀΩ (see Figure 24), suggest that some of these initial copycat pages were created by the same person. They 
clearly saw this as a battle against censorship on Facebook.  

 

Figure 24 The third instalment 

 

Figure 25 ά!ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ aŜƳŜΩǎέ όL5І 180468708753932) 

And they keep coming  

¢ƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ άAboriginal memesέ ǇŀƎŜ όL5І 520880767925474) at the time of writing was created on September 
26th (see Figure 93)44 Lǘ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜǊƴŀƳŜ άAboriginal.MemezέΣ ȅŜǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǾŀǊƛŀƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ǊŀǇƛŘƭȅ 

                                                           
43 http://www.facebook.com/Aboriginal-memes3dTheImaxExperience/ (no longer active) 
44 http://www.facebook.com/Aboriginal.Memez 

http://www.facebook.com/Aboriginal-memes3dTheImaxExperience/
http://www.facebook.com/Aboriginal.Memez
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by making Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊǎΦ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎƭȅ ƛǘ ŀƭǎƻ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀ ǎǘƛŎƪȅ Ǉƻǎǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΥ άAre you aboriginal? 
Do you feel offended by our photo's or content? INBOX us prior to reporting this group. Thanks.έ (See Figure 
26). 

 

Figure 26 Internal Complaints within Page 

Given the very nature of the group is racist, as are the images (the same as in other groups) which it is using, 
this either shows serious ignorance, or more likely, it is simply an attempt to avoid being shut down. One 
feature of Antisemitism 2.0 was the mixture of hate speech with claims to be against hate. This combination 
ǿƛƭƭ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǇŀƎŜ ǿƘƻ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ άōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Řƻǳōǘέ ƛƴ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ŦƻǊ ǘheir efforts to address online hate. Given the nature of the page, the effort is clearly not 
sincere.  

Facebook reviewers need to be trained to look out for such tactics and how to differentiate a legitimate effort 
to manage a controversial topic from an effort to white wash racism. 
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From Racism to Online War  

This section details organised efforts to attack anti-hate activists. It includes details of attacks on individuals 
and abuses of the Facebook system designed to circumvent efforts at moderation. This section is in a different 
class to the previous sections of this report. It involved organised and persistent efforts to maliciously target 
individuals as well as groups within society. It demonstrates a wilful disregard to societal norms, the law, law 
enforcement, and Facebook itself. 

The section also differs from other examples as the attacks often focus on individuals and while Facebook may 
be reluctant to act against hate targeting minority groups, they are much more responsive when an individual 
reports that they are personally being targeted. They also respond more seriously to abuses of the platform, 
such as impersonation. On the issues discussed in this section, CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΩǎ action was what OHPI would like 
see across all categories of hate speech. Despite Facebook, activists and law enforcement all being on the 
same page, it still took significant effort to stop the hate. 

The examples provided here represent the extreme edge of online hate and relate to an internet subculture 
that has led to numerous suicides. There is also a connection back to Anonymous.45 One user claims to have 
been trolling Anonymous, another claims they are invincible because they are an Admin in the Anonymous 
Facebook group. hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǎƭƻƎŀƴǎ ƻŦ !ƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎ ǿŀǎ ά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƴƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƛǎ ŀǎ ŎǊǳŜƭ ŀǎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎέ, but 
to a large extent anonymous has now matured and many strands of Anonymous are involved in more 
meaningful political activism. The idea that members of anonymous would jump to defend the right of 
Facebook users to abuse the Facebook system appears incredibly naive. The entire concept of serious 
Anonymous members collecting on Facebook, given the depth of tracking that would enable,46 is itself 
amusing.  

The correct designation for the class of hate promoters on Facebook disŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ άƎǊƛŜŦŜǊέΦ !ǎ 
Wǳƭƛŀƴ 5ƛōōŜƭƭ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ²ƛǊŜŘ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ƛƴ нллуΣ ά! ƎǊƛŜŦŜǊ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻƛƭǎǇƻǊǘ τ 
ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǎƘŀǘǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ Ǉƭŀȅ ƛǘǎŜƭŦέΦ47 The history of organised griefers taking 
down servers and crippling online platforms may give Facebook serious cause for alarm. At the same time, the 
LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ нллуΦ !ƴȅƻƴŜ ŀǊƎǳƛƴƎ άǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ƛǎ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎέΣ48 meaning ironically that it 
ƛǎƴΩǘΣ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǿƻrld.  

In addition to the hassle of account suspension (see Figure 65), on Facebook in particular, the reliance of 
individuals on the system may be high enough that a serious threat of account termination, that is of all their 
accounts, may be a real deterrent. Users invest significant time building up online communities, pages and 
networks. The loss of this effort may be a significant hit, as see in Figure 66 and Figure 67. Taking things 
further, most griefers will have a real profile used to connect with friends and family. The loss of this account 
is a serious threat.  

DǊƛŜŦƛƴƎ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜǊ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳΦ ¦ǎŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ άǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜέ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘ ǊŜŀƭ 
timŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ƛƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ Ǌƛǎƪ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ άǎƘŀǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ 
Ǉƭŀȅέ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ CŀƪŜ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘǳǊƴ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǇŀƎŜ 
that can post in the name of the page, creates multiple layers of anonymity when it comes to other users. 
These steps pose little challenge to Facebook if it decides to investigate and take action against the individual 
behind the attacks.  

                                                           
45 http://culturedigitally.org/2012/07/anonymous-because-none-of-us-are-as-cruel-as-all-of-us/ 
46 Andre Oboler, Kristopher Welsh, Lito Cruz, The danger of big data: Social media as computational social 
science, First Monday,  Volume 17, Number 7 ς 2 July 2012. Online at: 
http://www.firstmonday.org/htbin/cgiwrap/bin/ojs/index.php/fm/article/view/3993/3269  
47 Mutilated Furries, Flying Phalluses: Put the Blame on Griefers, the Sociopaths of the Virtual World. 

Wired Magazine. Issue 16.02, 2008. Online at http://www.wired.com/gaming/virtualworlds/magazine/16-
02/mf_goons?currentPage=all 
48 http://knowyourmeme.com/memes/the-internet-is-serious-business 

http://culturedigitally.org/2012/07/anonymous-because-none-of-us-are-as-cruel-as-all-of-us/
http://www.firstmonday.org/htbin/cgiwrap/bin/ojs/index.php/fm/article/view/3993/3269
http://www.wired.com/gaming/virtualworlds/magazine/16-02/mf_goons?currentPage=all
http://www.wired.com/gaming/virtualworlds/magazine/16-02/mf_goons?currentPage=all
http://knowyourmeme.com/memes/the-internet-is-serious-business
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Profile of an Aboriginal Memes advocate: A Cyber Racism Case Study  

aƛƭƛǘƛŀ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ тth. 
Over the next few days both the username and 
profile picture were changed a number of times. 
As a result this user is also known as Charlie Militia 
(a name reversal) and Wooblah Militia. They also 
stated that they had multiple other accounts, a 
ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΩǎ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
(see Figure 30). 

In the late afternoon of August 8th this user posted 
to one of the anti-racism pages and claimed 
responsibility for an Aboriginal Meme page saying 
it was no more than a joke (Figure 27). It is unclear 
which page was being referred to but we suspect it 
was the ά!ōƻ aŜƳŜǎέ ǇŀƎŜ (ID# 
460998877251042). 

In the same discussion thread the user went on to 
make additional racist posts including a claim that 
ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǊŀŎƛǎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ǿƘƻ ƪƛƭƭǎ 
Indigenous people (Figure 28). 

An administrator of the anti-racism page tried to 
report Militia Charlie and ended up sending their 
complaint to Charlie Militia (rather than 
Facebook). This was a result of poor design in the 
complain system, which tries to get people to 
resolve their complaint between themselves 
rather than lodge a complaint (see Appendix C). 
Dispute resolution should not be integrated into 
the complaint system as it invites further conflict 
and cyberbullying.  

The start of the resulting conversation between 
Militia Charlie and the anti-ƘŀǘŜ ǇŀƎŜΩǎ ŀŘƳƛƴ is 
shown in  

 Figure 29. This conversation deteriorated further 
and was eventually shared with law enforcement 
in relation to possible breaches of the cyber-
stalking provisions of the Crimes Act 1958 (Vic). 

aƛƭƛǘƛŀ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜΩǎ Ǿiew, shown in Figure 29 and 
Figure 30, that online activity could not result in a 
real world response, underscores the feeling of 
invulnerability and freedom from consequences 
that fosters online bullying. Public policy requires a 
response from both Facebook and governments to 
push back against this attitude and demonstrate 
that people will be held to account.  

 

Figure 27 Militia Charlie's claim it was all for fun 

 

Figure 28 Militia Charlie doesn't care who killing Indigenous 
Australians 

 

 Figure 29 Initial conversation between Charlie Militia and Admin 

 

Figure 30 Claim to multiple accounts and invulnerability  

 

 

aƛƭƛǘƛŀΩǎ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜΩǎ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ invulnerability relies on:  
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(a) Having disposable accounts that are easy to create and which can be discarded with little loss (Figure 
30) 

(b) A view that the loss of the account is the most serious consequence that can result (Figure 29, Figure 
30) 

(c) A view that they are insulated from real world response through the use of a fake name and profile 
picture plus the use of a proxy to mask their internet access point (Figure 33, Figure 34, Figure 36) 

(d) A belief that authorities would not be sufficiently interested in cyberbullying or racism to pay them 
any attention (Figure 31, Figure 33, Figure 34) 

(e) Believe authorities are not sufficiently skilled (Figure 34) 
(f) A view that Facebook would in any case resist giving their details to authorities 

These beliefs, though wrong, do contain a kernel of truth. !ǎ ƻƴŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ aƛƭƛǘƛŀ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜΩǎ Ǉƻǎǘ ƛƴ Figure 27 
was clearly not done through a proxy. Other posts indicate they were made through a mobile device. The 
misconceptions on these issues do create a feeling of impunity and an environment that fosters further hate. 
Militia Charlie not only mocks law enforcement (Figure 31), they mock Facebook as well (Figure 32). 

 

Figure 31 Mock-fear of "cyber-police" 

 

Figure 32 I am the real Mark Zuckerberg 

Resources need to be invested, and while recognising that monitoring will not be complete, the occasional 
prosecution does need to take place as a deterrent. Facebook itself needs to take both online hate and 
cyberbullying more seriously and needs to cooperate better with authorities to facilitate real world response. 
It must become possible to peer behind the curtain when abuse occurs. Safeguards are needed, but 
governments and social media platforms, like Facebook, need to work together to establish what those 
safeguards are and how they can be readily navigated by appropriate authorities in order to achieve the 
maximum level of cooperation between platform providers and law enforcement. Repeated incidents, as are 
occurring with Aboriginal memes on Facebook, should result in faster turnaround times and greater 
cooperation to put a stop the repeated abuse. 

The conversation with Militia Charlie also exposes a deep-seated racism. Contrary to the public explanation 
that this is just harmless fun (Figure 34 and Figure 35) Militia Charlie rationalises their hate. Their explanation 
includes promotion of a stereo-type that Indigenous Australians do not contribute to society, promotion of 
collective treatment and collective punishment, elements of dehumanisation and ultimately support for 
genocide.  

When a group is allowed to form that normalises racial hatred, it reinforces the underlying anti-social attitude 
and can increase the likelihood of anti-social behaviour, not only online but off-line as well. It can lead people 
to believe that their racist attitudes are normal and accepted by society and erroneously position those who 
ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ǊŀŎƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƳǳƭǘƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭƛǎƳ ŀǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ƴƻǊƳǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎƛƴƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƻŦ IŀǘŜ 
2.0. 

In 2011, two men in their early 20s were charged by Victorian police over posting objectionable material on 
Facebook. That material related to ratings posted on Facebook after sexual encounters between young 
people. At the time, a police spokesman said: "People can feel they are anonymous ... in the digital sphere and 
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may act in a manner they would not consider appropriate in the 'real world'. They need to remember (this) 
can have real consequences, including criminal charges." That message from police needs to be sent again, 
this time in relation to online racism.49 Similar charges could be laid in relation to Aboriginal Memes, 
particularly after the Classification Board had reviewed the content. 

 

 

Figure 33 Discussion of IPs being logged 

 

Figure 34 Desire to murder and believe in anonymity  

                                                           
49Amelia HarrisΣ άTwo Bendigo brothers face charges over Facebook filthέΣ The Herald Sun, October 21, 2011. 
Online at: http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/victoria/two-bendigo-brothers-face-charges-over-facebook-
filth/story-fn7x8me2-1226172254323 

http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/victoria/two-bendigo-brothers-face-charges-over-facebook-filth/story-fn7x8me2-1226172254323
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/victoria/two-bendigo-brothers-face-charges-over-facebook-filth/story-fn7x8me2-1226172254323
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Figure 35 Rationalising Hate 

 

Figure 36 Use of AnonymoX proxy 

aƛƭƛǘƛŀ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ aŜƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ά!ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ 
aŜƳŜǎέ όL5 І353892144688340) as shown in Figure 37. 

 

Figure 37 Militia Charlie sharing Aboriginal Memes 

As mentioned, the changes to the Militia Charlie profile involved both name and profile image changes. The 

username was first reversed, Charlie Militia becoming Militia Charlie, and then changed to ά²ƻƻōƭŀƘ aƛƭƛǘƛŀέ. 
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The profile image was also changed twice (see Figure 38). ¢ƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ά.ŜǊǘ ƛǎ 9Ǿƛƭέ ƳŜƳŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

was popular in 2001 and involved the Bert Muppet from Sesame Street.50  

 

 

 

 

ά.ŜǊǘ {ǘŀǊŜέ hǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ 

 

Edited Version 

The image appears to have been created in 
2009 and appear in quite a few web pages as 
well as a number of other (probably 
unrelated) Facebook profiles.51  

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƛǎ ŀŘŀǇǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ά.ŜǊǘ {ǘŀǊŜέ ƳŜƳŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ 
website,52 YouTube video,53 Meme Generator template,54 and 
appears on various forums over the last few years. The edited 
version was not made by Militia Charlie, it has been online since 
at least June 2011 and is mostly found on web based forums.55  

Figure 38 Militia Charlie's Bert Profile Images 

  

The Andre Oinksalot Profile  

On August 18th ŀ ŦŀƪŜ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪƛƴƎ 5Ǌ !ƴŘǊŜ hōƻƭŜǊΣ hItLΩǎ /9hΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦŀƪŜ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜΣ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ 
Figure 39, can be compared to the real profile in Figure 40. An image of Dr Oboler has been appropriated and 

                                                           
50 http://knowyourmeme.com/memes/bert-is-evil 
51 http://weird -newsblog.blogspot.com.au/2009/03/bert-costume.html; 
http://funny.funnyoldplanet.com/funny/sesamie-street-bert/ ; 
http://i698.photobucket.com/albums/vv346/sophomoriccontent/Bert.jpg 
52 http://www.bertstare.com/ 
53 http://ww w.youtube.com/watch?v=zQy5cIT_Stk 
54 http://memegenerator.net/Bertstare 
55 http://steamcommunity.com/id/4ourD; http://forums.studentdoctor.net/showthread.php?p=11223013; 
http://www.gifsforum.com/images/26530 

http://knowyourmeme.com/memes/bert-is-evil
http://weird-newsblog.blogspot.com.au/2009/03/bert-costume.html
http://funny.funnyoldplanet.com/funny/sesamie-street-bert/
http://i698.photobucket.com/albums/vv346/sophomoriccontent/Bert.jpg
http://www.bertstare.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zQy5cIT_Stk
http://memegenerator.net/Bertstare
http://steamcommunity.com/id/4ourD
http://forums.studentdoctor.net/showthread.php?p=11223013
http://www.gifsforum.com/images/26530
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ŀ ǇƛƎΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƳǇƻǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ƴŀƳŜΣ !ƴŘǊŜ hƛƴƪǎ ŀ ƭƻǘΣ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƻƴ hItLΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ 
instances of online hate, it may also reference the pig mascot of Springfield A&M in the Simpsons.56  

One of the first status updates by this fake profile is shown in Figure 41Τ ƛǘ ƳƻŎƪǎ 5Ǌ hōƻƭŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ƻǾŜǊ 
Holocaust denial, and seeks to produce a caricature of a Jewish position in relation to Israel. Beyond its 
offence, the comment shows a stunning ignorance about the Middle East conflict. The list of friends on this 
profile has intentionally not been removed as these people are discussed below. 

 

Figure 39 Andre Oinksalot - a fake profile (version 1 ) 

 

Figure 40 Andre Oboler's real profile 

 

Figure 41 Andre Oinksalot's Holocaust & Israel Comment 

The removal of this profile by Facebook let to the creation of a new profile, this one has the username 
άŀƴŘǊŜΦƻƛƴƪǎŀƭƻǘΦтέ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ фǇƳ ƻƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлth (Figure 42). 

                                                           
56 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_fictional_pigs 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_fictional_pigs
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Figure 42 ά!ƴŘǊŜ hƛƴƪǎŀƭƻǘέ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ 2 

This version too was removed, and it was recreated on August 23rd (Figure 43). This time the creatoǊ ŘƛŘƴΩt 
register a username for the new profile (ID #100004235822461). After a few days this profile too was 
removed. 

 

Figure 43 Andre Oinksalot version 3 

The ȰYou Jews You Loseȱ pages 

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǎǘŀƴŘŀƭƻƴŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǿƛŘŜǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά¸ƻǳ WŜǿǎ ¸ƻǳ 
[ƻǎŜέ page (ID # 132591643551155) created at 7pm on August 17th (see Figure 44). The page shows a clear 
link between the Aboriginal Memes, the attack on Andre Oboler, and efforts to create antisemitic hate pages 
on Facebook. The page, which mocks the Holocaust with its cover image of a mass grave with the caption 


































































































